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JOHN EMERSON ROBERTS 



Freethought. boundless as the universe itself, ennubling the 
varied paths of toil, illuminating human industry and invigor- 
ating every practical avenue of human life and endeavor, never 
found a more gracious exponent, a more willing and energetic 
advocate, whosj? rich eloquence has attracted and instructed 
thousands of his fellow men and women, nor has the cause ac- 
quired any stronger impetus than through the lofty aims and 
effort* of the subject of this sketch. By many of his most ardent 
friends he has been dubbed "The Ingersoll of the West," nor 
is the title vain for those who have had the pleasure of hearing 
him can readily testify to the great force and power of his 
magnetic presence and speech. 

Nearly every Freethinker in America has heard of John Em- 
erson Roberts, who, for some years lectured every Sunday, until 
failing health compelled him to reduce his labors, in Kansas 
City, Missouri, to the membership of "The Church of This 
World," a liberal organization devoted to the propaganda of 
liberal thoughts and liberal policies. The publication of his 
lectures in the little magazine, edited by himself, entitled "Here 
and Now," taken from an expression made by the late Col. 
Robert G. Ingersoll, now temporarily suspended owing to ill 
health .attracted many. The liberal press of both 
America and Europe- have reproduced his lectures to 
such an extent that he is now, probably one of the 
most widely-known o f the Freet bought advocates in 
America. From the dark shadows of orthodoxy into 
the white light of Freethought is a great step to accomplish 
in a few short years, and yet, when one man can think himself 
out of orthodox beliefs and openly proclaim Freethought, we 
must take that as an evidence of the weakness of the orthodox 
position, being unable, in the mental conflict, to successfully 
hold its own. 

John Emerson Roberts was born at New Carlisle, Ohio, on the 
28th day of September, 18.*>3, and is, therefore, at this writing, 
past fifty-five years of age. His childhood days were spent 
upon a farm, as were many of his peers and compeers, but at 
this time he had moved, with his parents, to Battle Creek, Mich- 
igan. He obtained a fair education, not of the best, perhaps, 
at this time, but as good as the average youth in his day and 
age were wont to acquire. Farm life, and school occupied bis 
time until seventeen years of age, when he left the farm, gave 
up agricultural pursuits, and intended to embark upon a sea- 
faring life. But the waves were never intended to carry him in 
a professional way, for a few months later he found himself, 
as he suggests, "sidetracked" or rather "beached" at Shurt- 
leff College, Upper Alton, Illinois. Here he studied for the next 
eight years, taking the Preparatory, Collegiate and Theological 
courses. Upon graduation he entered the ministry of the Bap- 
tist church, and this epoch is best told by himself, as he says: 
"T was now soundly converted, effectively baptized and 
joiMd the Baptist church. I was then duly sanctified, set apart 
and ordained a Baptist minister and when twenty-five years old 
was made pastor of the Baptist church at Carrollton, Illinois." 



This happened in 1876 and he held his charge for the next 
three years. In 1881 he accepted a "call" to the pastorate of 
the First Baptist Church at Kansas City, Mo., and this was the 
first introduction the great West had to his eloquence and 
uarnestnes£. 

Was he orthodox at this timef Immensely so. No preacher 
could have taught straighter orthodoxy than he. Of his work 
at this time, he says: "I preached hell and damnation for most 
everybody but Baptists until 1885, when I quit, having really 
concluded that if the bible and the Baptist creed were actually 
true they ought not to be, and that if god was what they said 
he was he ought to resign." Honest thought! Candid ex- 
pression! How many preachers are there in America today oc- 
cupying orthodox pulpits who experience the same kind of 
thoughts but lack the moral courage to express themf One 
preacher in a million and for this reason the Blade is happy to 
pay its tribute of gratitude and praise to the subject of this 
sketch. 

Such a mental attitude forbid, through honest motives, to 
longer preach orthodoxy from a Baptist pulpit and he resigned 
his sacerdotal office and joined the Unitarians, a more liberal 
combination. He commenced his career as a Unitarian preacher 
at Grand Rapids, Michigan, and in 1887 he was called to the 
Unitarian church at Kansas City, a post he held for the next 
ten years with unbounded success. But, mild as was the Uni- 
tarian creed, compared with militant orthodoxy, the great mind 
and brain of Mr. Roberts rebelled against even the modest re- 
straints here imposed and in 1807 he renounced Unitarianism 
and began lecturing to Freethought audiences, pure and sim- 
ple, in the theatres of Kansas City, a work in which he is still 
engaged. His great success as an expounder of liberal philoso- 
phy and mental liberty, of Freethought and all that it implies, 
has been heralded far and wide through the daily press, and 
bis voice has been heard upon the platforms of Freethought 
conventions in different parts of the country. Not until his 
health began to fail him did he cease any of his lectures, but 
at last, he limited his public speeches in Kansas City to a lec- 
ture once each month, which is always given on the first Sunday, 
and during the interim he makes occasional visits to other cities. 

The Blade expresses a devout and sincere wish that Mr. 
Roberts' health may prove such that he may be permitted to in- 
dulge in a more active propaganda for Freethought in America. 
Were it possible he should be constantly employed. His very 
presence upon the Freethought platform, in the light of his an- 
tecedent history, is a refutation of orthodox claims, as his elo- 
quence always carries conviction. As a means to the end here 
suggested the Blade will gladly book dates for him in Kentucky 
and adjoining states, provided Mr. Roberts is able to fill them 
and the indications are now that he will be. 

Freethought owes much to the persistent efforts of John Em- 
erson Roberts, and as was said of Abou Ben Adhem, may his 
tribe increase. 
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The Birth 



Critical Review of Alleged Historical Data Connected With an, 
Unhlatorical Claim. 

(By T. 8. GIVAN.) 
Any proposition involving the general welfare of the human 
race, which, by its acceptance, will make better or worse the 
existing conditions, which will help or hinder the enlightenment 
and fraternity of manhood, is worihy of candid consideration. 
The proposition therefore, which maintains that, upon the state 
ment of a certain alleged fact, and upon our sincere belief that 
what is therein said about this alleged fact is the truth, and 
the meet necessary of all truths for us to believe. Is a proposition 
which should claim our consideration as to whether It is true or 
false. 

Within this proposition It is stated that a child was born 
entirely different from the way in which all other children are 
born,— having no human father— and we will present this to you, 
In their own words, as briefly and concisely as can be ocrrectly 
stated, so that, as your "salvation" depends upon it, you may 
decide whether to believe It or not. 

"The Book of the Generation of Jesus Christ," St. Matthew, 
gives his "gpnealogy from Abraham to Joseph. The scriptural ac- 
counts chow that Abraham, Zacharlas and Joseph were each told 
the same sort of a story; that Sarah, Elizabeth and Mary were 
each treated alike; that Isaac, John and Jesus were each born 
under precisely the same sort of conditions, and that each was 
alike the son of god. There were others, "sons of God," very 
much like their father, who found pleasure with the daughters of 
men, which grieved him, so that he swept a flood upon their 
trysting places. 

Beginning with Abraham, who married his own sister, and 
who says: 

'Indeed, she Is my sister; she Is the daughter of my father, 
but not the daughter of my mother, and she became my wife."— 
Gen. 20:12. 

Then, considering how, being "very rich In cattle, in silver 
and In gold," that, with only a morsel of bread and a bottle of 
water, he sent his own little helpless child and its humiliated and 
heart-broken mother, Hagar, forever from his home ln'o the wil 
derness to perish, or receive assistance otherwise, we find a man 
and his wife — brother and sister — but little better. If any. than 
his beastly kinsman, Lot. whoso daugh'ers were "with child hv 
their father." (Gen. 19:36.) Why God "fast closed up all the 
wombs of. the house of Ablmellch. because of Sarah" (Gen. 
20:18.) and made her the mother of one of his children Is at 
least remarkable. But: "The Lord appeared unto Abraham and 
said unto him T AM THE ALMIGHTY GOD." (Gen. 17.) 

He had two angels with him. was cn a business 'rip to Sodom 
to "see whether they had done acordlng to the cry of It" (Gen. 
18:21) but desiring to Inquire about Sarah, he stopped with Ab- 
raham, washed his feet, eat cakes, butter, milk and calf (Gen. 
18:8) told Abraham that he would "certainlv return at the set 
time," which made Sarah laugh, and proceeded to Sodom. Abra 
ham going part of the way with him. And: 

"God said un'o Abraham. Sarah, thy wife, shall bear a son. 
I and thou shalt call his name Isaac. And the Lord visited Sarah. 
L ho had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had spoken. 
W Sarah conceived and bore a son at the set time, and emlled 
his name Isaac."— Gen. 21. 1:2. 

Isaac was God's son by Sarah, then the chief ancel of Heaven 
wan sent from God to Zacharlas, and 
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"The angel said: Zacharias, thy wife, Elizabeth, shall bear a 
son and thou shalt call his name John. And It came to pass that 
Elizabeth conceived and hid herself five months, saying, thus 
hath the Lord dealt with me. Now Elizabeth's full time came 
that she shall be delivered, and she brought forth a son, and 
said, he shall be called John, because he was so named of the 
angel."— Luke 1. 

Thus John was God's son by Elizabeth. Then 

"The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a virgin, whose 
name was Mary. And the angel came In unto her and said: Thou 
shalt conceive In thy womb, and bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name Jesus. Then said Mary: How can this be. 
seeing T know not a man? The angel answered. Thy cousin Eliza- 
beth hath conceived, and this is the sixth month wi'h her. The 
Good God shall give thy son the throne of David and he shall 
reign forever. And Mary said: Pe It unto me according to thy 
word. The angel departed from her. and Mary arose and went 
into the hill country In haste, siluted her cousin Elizabeth and 
abode with her three months. Before Joseph and Mary came to 
gether she was found to be with child, and Joseph was minded to 
put her away; but Joseph went up to Bethlehem with Mary, being 
great with child, and then she brought forth her son. and his 
name was called Jesus, because he was so named of the angel 
before he was conceived in the womb."— Luke 1. 

Tt is thoroughly clear that, if Jesus was the son of God. so 
was John and Isaac. 

Is there anything suggestive or Impressive of any common 
decency In these tales? But the worst Is yet to come. 

Mary Is represented as a lovable young woman, pure In m nd 
and body, and betrothed to an honest man. They are thus 
bound to each other by the most sacred pledges, the holies' feel- 
ings, the highest and tenderest aspirations and intentions known 
to human hearts. Delightful anticipations of a worthy housewife. 
In which is embraced everv glory of risrhteous effort, lends a 
gracious charm to the wonderful world, and happiness, real and 
remote happiness, clusters about their hearts and makes radiant 
♦heir countenances. But. bMerhted and blttered with agony are 
these precious moments of swee' expectations. Obtruded upon 
her is a being who beguiles the maiden. Her lover is angered, 
heart broken and dismayed at her plight, and wants to put her 
away. Nevertheless, their clinging and yearning love strives 
for supremacy over 'his consuming shame and sorrow. But who 
is this Intruder whose deception and conduct hurts them so? 
This man who walks the roads with dirty feet, who eats the 
bread and butter and milk and meat of other men. who cau«»s 
•heir wives to hide In shame In the hill-country, and hear chil- 
dren for him. while he utterlv destrovs others for doing what he 
is dome? Who Is *e? 'The Almighty God!!" Are these the 
capers of a God? 

Remember his promises to Mary: that her son should relen 
In royal splendor upon the throne, as a king, and that she should 
be honored. Look now upon this scene, as villainous conspirators, 
under false accusations, drag Jesus to the platy of his death. 
This Almightv God. his father, stands watching the wretches 
spltt'ng upon and horribly abusing his son. He sees ♦hem <eer 
Ingly and cruellv drlvlns: the ereat nails through his 'cnlcr hands 
and feet, nailing him to the rugged cross, and hears him cry out 
In dvlng aironv: 

"Mv God mv Father, why hast thou forsaken me'" 

But not a sound of comfort to poor Mary does he u'ter. not 
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an indication of sympathy or help does he offer toward the son. 
Surely this is enough for any humane father to realise that Mich 
a God, and such a father, .3 not worth the |i:ip> r upon which you 
could write his name! This Is not the God of the good man. 
This is the God of the wifeless priest, who wants neither the 
care nor the expense of wife and children, but who wanta to act 
the father and be well-fed. 

There is unmistakably but one process of birth, governed 
by immutable laws of nature, and Jesus David, called the Christ 
of God in the New Testament, was born June 25, year 1, of the 
Christian era, just as we were born, of male and female human 
parents, and was executed Friday, April 3, 38, A. D., under 
charges of attempting to rult a.s K.'ug of the Jews 

Why will men. assuming to have sense, and professing to be 
fair to their fellow men, write and teach and preach, such stuff, 
to the utter shame of a good God HdJ woe men * There If nc th- 
ing whatever commendable in this story, from any possible view- 
point, human or divine. It is blasphemously false, and there Is 
no sensible ground for argument to sustain it. 

After Jesus was dead. It Is said in the 27th chapter of Mat- 
thew that the graves were opened, many bodies of the saints 
aorse, and came out of the graves, went into the holy city, and 
appeared unto many. ( 

Had half a dozen of these saints, coming out of their graves, 



"appeared" at the right time and place, this whole brutal business 
would have been Instantly stopped, but no such bodies ever came 
out of their graves then, nor thereafter. If God could do such 
wonders after Jesus was dead, to show his indignation, he surely 
would have tried to save him, when he plteously prayed for help, 
Ins ead of ignoring the Innocent to save murderers! 

It is truly the saddest story of all human life that, by dole- 
ful and strenuous efforts millions have been coerced to believe 
these tales— utterly absurd and absolutely Impossible of being 
true— and taught to shun, boycot, hate, and kill those who do 
not believe them. Instead of simply remaining humane enough 
to allow others to believe or not believe, they have spread world- 
wide the keenest woe that human hearts, can feel or human 
tongues can tell, in tortures, wars and every means of death, In 
order that "all mankind must believe" these senseless and truth- 
less tales! These tales have cost the world more In treasure. 
In woe and human blood than all other tales that were ever told, 
and yet the fact remains that Jesus neither died for us nor saved 
us; for we have to die and to save ourselves, Just the same as If 
he had neither lived or died. He only repeated the Golden Rule, 
taught for centuries before him, that would save us from all 
which we could or should be saved from— remorse for wrong 
doing. 



Striking a Balance Sheet 



The Spread of Freethought and Learning with a General Culture 
and Refinement During the Renaissance. 

ARTICLE 4, CONTINUED. 

(By Judge Parish B. Ladd.) 

The fourteenth and fifteenth centuries were destined to be eras 
of growing illumination. The Renaissance may be truly said to 
mark the opening of a new epoch, the dawning of a new life; It 
was to be the harbinger of peace, learning, progress and humanity 
as a successor to the Chrls.tiian darkness. Ignorance, terror and 
crime of the Middle Ages. Ecclesiastical and Feudal despotism 
were to give way to a return of classic paganism, not In a relig- 
ious sense, but as a renewal of ancient ligh*, literature, philosophy 
and art. Deep Inquiry brought criticism to the front, which shook 
the very foundations of medlaevel Chrlstanlty, Its priestly alleged 
truths turning out to be base lies and forgeries. Humanism was 
to take the place of torture, fagots and death to unbelievers. 
Natural law, right and reason, says a writer, were to be the guide 
of humanity. Italy, from whence all the woes of Europe had 
emerged, was to be Che first battle ground on which truth and 
error were to contend for supremacy. It was Freethought against 
the Popes legions of Christian Ignorance. Truth had been 
crushed to earth, but it wae about to rise again, for the countless 
suns in ethereal space were hers. 

The Italian Renaissauce laid the foundation for the uprising of 
ail Europe. The so called Reformation, with Luther and Calvin 
In the front, was the event which roused the pontifical dragon, 
whose brushy tall set fire to France and burned over the ripe 
fields of Freethought. England was still feudal end mediaeval 
when Italy had decided for freedom. England at the cloae of the 
sixteenth century reached only the position occupied by Italy In 
1368. The torch of civilization and humanism, lighted on Italian 
soil, under the very shadow of the Vatican, spread until all Eu 
rope found Itself basking In the sunshine of a common Civili- 
zation. 



One of the most mouientoua epochs in Che history of this prog- 
ress finds its date in 1453, when Constantinople, the seat of the 
Christian Empire, fell Into the hands of the Turks, a people who, 
for a time under Freethought rule, loaned their influence to the 
upbuilding of a higher civilization. At this epoch mediaeval 
Christendom, the Eastern Empire and the Holy Roman Empire, 
as It was called, with its papacy, etruggled In the throes of disso- 
lution. These events awakened Freethought, which brought to 
the front men of daring undreamed of by their predecessors. 

Stepping ln<o the foreground of 1493 1500, we meet other events 
of equal Importance. 

The expedition of Charles VIII. sent to Italy opened the coun- 
try to France, Spain and Germany, who became competitors for 
culture on their arrival in Italy. At that time the secularization 
of the clergy reached Its highest point under Alexander VI, thus 
forcing the Reformation. Along with this came the discovery of 
America, tfae exploration of the Indian Seas, and the consolidation 
of Spanish nationality, the use of the printing press for the diffu- 
sion of knowledge, the use of gunpowder, the complete overthrow 
of the old cosmology, and the establishment of the Copernlcan dis- 
covery. 

The half century— 1450 to 1500— placed the Renaissance on a 
Arm foundation; the Rubicon between Christian Ignorance and 
Infidel Freetlhought had been crossed. Another important date— 
1527-1530— marks the sack of Rome and the par In cut ion of Italy 
by Charles V, under a Spanish hegemony, when the age of the 
Renaissance reached its limit in the land of its birth, but not till 
It had thrown Its protecting arms over the rest of Europe. At 
this epoch, seeing that all real intelligence was outside of the 
church, all Infidel, the Vatican set to work to counteract the spirit 
of progress. The Franks, the most loyal of his subjects under 
Charles the Great, commenced the restoration or resuscitation of 
the Roman Empire to the church. The empire took the name of 
Holy In obedience to the will of the Pope; Germany and France 
came to the Pope's aid; but this Holy Empire existed only in 
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name, tailing to pieces at the builders' death; the name being 
fascinating was kept to dominate Europe. Hero, Charles the 
ureat proclaimed himself u.« successor ot the Caesars, trying to 
imitate the August! in the world of le.ters, though Charles could 
neither read nor write. 

During the Renaissance, the study of the Roman law became 
one of the most important and fascinating events of the time; it 
furnished the germs, and most of ui«' real substance out of which 
all the "lex non scripia" of Europe and America was thereafter 
to come. (See my Jus Civile — Civil Law.; 

Skepticism at this time was the ruling passion with nearly all 
Intelligent men of Europe; too often was it compelled to take 
shelter under the guise of philosophy, romance or allegory, to es- 
cape the terrors of Chris ianity. It flourished at first under the 
teachings of Scolus Erigena, Abelard and Avarros, who were 
condemned as heretics. The works of other men at this time 
came to but little, for iheir knowledge of Latin writers and Arabic 
scholars was too limited; nor was the fate of these men unlike 
that of Uie Paulician, Albigensian, Paterine and Epicurean dis- 
senters, who opposed the church with every weapon at their com- 
mand. The physical sciences struggled into public life, R is svd, 
in the cells of Gerbert and Roger Bacon, who by the vulgar 
Christians, were called magicians. 

Out of the Order of the Franciscans came John of Parma, who 
attempted to popuularlze the mystic prophecy of Joachim, the Ab- 
bot of Flora, who proclaimed, "The reign of the Father is past; 
the reign of the Son is passing; the reign of the Spirit is at 
hand." This is what is known as the "Everlasting 
Gospel. It was used to overcome bru'al Christianity, and for 
the substitution of a new and less cruel system. The Pope sup- 
pressed it, but none too soon, for it was in a fair way to over- 
come Christ ianity. 

The Fraticelli, Spiritualists, and similar sects which grew up 
under these teachings, were consigned to the flames with, their 
leaders- — Fra Dolcino, Lougino and Margharito. 

Joachim (1145-1202) was a monk, and became Abbot of Flarie; 
he protested against the ecclesiastical abuses of his time, proph- 
esied the downfall of Christianity and the rise of a better relig- 
ion founded on the Everlasting Gospel. It was the work written 
after his death whloti drew the fire of the Pope. Popes Lucius 
III, Urban III, and Clement III manifested much interested In 
these prophetic claims. Clement in the first year of his pontifi- 
cate (1188), was an ardent supporter of Joachim, who sought a 
secluded life in the hills of Sylaec, which he christened Sanctl 
Joainis. It was here in this retreat that he put forth his proph- 
ecy and where he made rules for the guidance of his followers, 
wihich were approved by Pope Clement III. From this cloister 
there sprang up a large congregation, called Order Florensia, 
which received the sanction of the Holy See. At his death (1201) 
he left orders for future action of three stages in Uie world, cor- 
responding to the Trinity, the Old and the New Testament, end 
the Holy Spirit. His eschatology (doctrine of last things) found 
much support among the Franciscan orders, The Zelatores, as 
they were called, put forth a large literature, mostly opposed to 
Rome and her corruptions. The "Liber Introductorlua In Evan 
gellum ActernunV'led all other writings. 

I have dwelt quite long on this Everlasting Gospel, because It 
came so near blotting out Christianity, and it would have been 
successful but for one Pope, who put forth his full strength to kill 
It; yet in spite of these efforts, it lingered for many years, and 
would have superseded Its rival but for brute force and murder, 
which have ever been the arguments of the Christian priest- 
hood. 
| 

Notwithstanding the rank orthodoxy of the times there 
lurked in the minds of all scholars a belief in nature and her 
laws, with gods, as the only sure guide to truth. Boniface VIII, 



an atheist in disguise, supported these scholastic views. Unbelief 
was wide spread. The • jry air was impregnated wkli infidelity, 
says one writer, and the church's only support came from the 
common ignorant herd. Emperor Frederick cloaked his support 
of unbelief under the garb of liberal culture with a view of re 
moulding society on a mundane basis, for the toleration of all 
opinions but the church made war on ail this to such an extent 
that Frederick was forced to recant. This was followed by the 
Dominic Inquisition, which spread terror, Are, torture, death and 
desolation throughout all Europe. The terrible savagery, dis- 
played by the church on all unbelievers and on so-called witches 
for more than four hundred years beggars description. No age, 
sex or station in life offered the slightest barrier to the murder- 
ous demons of the church, who carried on this terrible work 
In the name of Christ, and for the propagation of their devilish 
creed. But the story of the Inquisition is too long to be told in 
this article. To read of the terrible tortures, suffering and misery 
inflict i'd by the priesthood, In the name and interest of Christian- 
it, on Innocent men, women and children makes ones blood curdle 
in his veins. Were it not recorded by so many reliable histori- 
ans and put beyond all doubt, no one at this time could believe 
that human beings ever lived who could have been such savage 
demons. Nowhere else in the history of the world do we find 
such brutality as the priesthood and Its church for hundreds of 
years, were inflicting on mankind. The imagination of the terrors 
of hell as depicted by Dante and the old orthodox priesthood are 
blessings beBide this picture which Christianity has given to the 
world. Just think of the priesthood cutting off men's tongues, 
breaking the bones of both sexes over iron wheels, a few breaks 
one day, others from day to day, so as to prolong the suffering, of 
putting out the eyes of men and women with red hot irons and 
then hanging them up by the feet with their heads over slow 
fires until relieved by death; of burning both sexes alive in 
piles. Not only this, but a thousand times more, and for hun- 
dreds of years did the priesthood inflict on millions of men, wom- 
en and children, these and other ludescriblble tortures, for mere- 
ly differences of opinion on religious matters; nor is this all. 
From seven to fourteen millions of people, most of them helpless 
women, were thus tortured and put to death as witches. All this 
devilish work finds its authority in that book of fiction, called the 
Holy Bible, which the priesthood is extensively circulating and at- 
tempting to force on the world. I here pause to say to the reader. 

Don't forget that the above picture is the ripe fruit of Christ 
ianity, picked by the priesthood to be fed to the rising genera- 
Hion; never forgetting Sunday school children, whose feeble 
brains are to be crammed with it as a safeguard against their 
thinking In later years. In the very teeth of all this terror, 
slaughter and misery, the provincial literari of Europe were mak 
ing great strides towards the restoration of the arts, sciences, 
liberty and humanity, but mostly in disguise. 

The long crushed genius of Freethought was slowly and 
cautiously emerging from its slumbers to illuminate the Christian 
world of dead Ideas. Music, poetry and the dance were being 
revived to supplant church forms and childish ceremonies. The 
pagan times of Eplcurianism were encroaching on Christian dog 
mas. The deities of Greece and Rome in frolicking attire were used 
to burlesque the saints. All this went merrily on amid the tor- 
tures of the inquisition. 

All Europe was filled with Freethinkers determined to put 
a stop to the criminal abuses of the church, to re-enact a love 
for the lost arts, and to restore the literature of Greece and 
Rome; but over this hung the death shadows of the terible 
Christian Sphinx, with the Implements of torture and death, 
ever ready to crush the sparkling genius of rising Freethought, 
then, as ever, working for the restoration of truth and humanity, 
"Superstition and stupidity," says a writer, "hedged them In on 
all sides: thought was expressed In allegory; sorcery and magic 
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were resorted to." "The other world with its mediaeval progress 

and humanism had superseded iguorance, crime and piety. The 
most outspoken Freethinkers made light of Christianity. 

At (he beginning of the sixteenth century Lorenso de 
Medici and Politin led all in poetry and classic learning. Here, 
we have Boiardo introducing classic mythology and romance In 
his "Orlando Inuaniorata, " followed by Ariosto, whose "Orlando 
Furiobo" presented the purest examples of the Renaissance. The 
gods of the Freethinkers were Justice, Beauty, Purity, free from 
anthromorphltisni. The spirit of Horace, ^flstotle and Seneca 
was revived in tragedy, while Plautus and Terence supplied the 
genius of comedy. Here the line arts came in to adorn the Re- 
naissance. 

Nicola Pisano produced some flue work In Urecio-Roman mar- 
ble. Painters, sculptors and architects came to the fron with 
some tine work, displaying nature in all her pristine nudity. Thus 
rose from the slums of brutal Christianity, the long-sleeping 
genius of the pagan age of halcyon Rome: the spirit of Augustus * 
Ceasar was on the throne of the new era, with Freethinkers as 
pilots to steer the ship of state into the harbor of intelligence, 
progress and humanity. % 

To such extent was Grecian and Roman art carried that the 
old christian models gave place to pagan subjects, so firmly had 
the foundation been laid in Italy for literature, art and humanism, 
that the new spirit spread over all Europe. -'The spirit of the 
Renaissance," says a writer, "portrayed the beauty of the world 
and man in unaffected spontaneity, without side thoughts, for 
pie'y or erudition. Inspired only by pure delight in lovelyness and 
harmony for their own sakes." In the field of science and phil- 
osophy, humanism wrought similar changes. Petrarch began by 
waging relentless war upon the false logic of the times. Curi- 
osity, thus aroused, brought to the front such men as Albertls 
de Vinci, Tosconelli, Da Parta, and others, who made practical 
experiments with physical forces, and Invented instruments there- 
for. Astronomy began to be studied. The middle ages, under 
Christian rule, had produced little eUe than visionary notions of 
the most absurd character, while the study of man and his place 
in the world was left for Frethlnkers after the removal of the 
bloody hands of the church by the civil government. 

The ancient texts of the Greeks, now brought forward, fur- 
nished the germs out of which Copernicus, Columbus and Galileo 
as onished the sleeping Christian world. Philosophy swept away 
the stronghold of metaphysics, but the genius of the new born life 
had been so long held at bay. that the progress was slow, and the 
pathway had grown up with Christian thorns and briars, among 
which lurked the deadly sting of the clerical scorpion. Flclnos' 
attempt to revive Platonism proved a failure; the new life wanted 
no more metaphysics. The Freethinkers of Southern Italy, 
Telesio. Bruno and Campanella. made the lines over which mod- 



ern speculation has traveled; Bruno was the precursor of the 
idealistic schools; Bacon followed, in this way only could 
they hope to be heard; truth had to be presented in disguise; 
the most childish nonsense was blended with the most profound 
wisdom; the priesthood had to be lulled Into sleep, that the giant 
of Free thought might escape the tortures of the Inquisition. 

Tae hi.- lectures on literary criticism came from the school 
of Vlttorino, followed by Politiou on the Roman law. It re- 
mained to the court of Naples to criticise ecclesiastical traditions 
and the spurious historical documents. This opened a wide field 
in which many of ihe Christian claims have been found to be 
forgeries. Valse, by oue bold move, destroyed the false decretals 
which until then had been acepted as divine truth; he also 
exposed the forged donations of Constautiue to the church of 
large areas of Italian lands. These forged decretals were used to 
fill the vacuum between the time of the alleged Chr.st down 
mrough the spurious Peter, to a first real pope of the sixth cen- 
tury and wire held by the church as only next to the Bible, as 
authority. Nor did criticism stop nere, for it attacked and ex- 
posed the shams and frauds of the church until Christianity was 
shaken to its foundation. On tcp of this we have the higher crit- 
icism, which, to thinking men, has cleaned out the rubbish of 
the Bible from cover to cover. (See my historical researches, 
•Genesis to Revelation.") After these exposures of church for- 
geries, the moro learned men began to see that the whole Chris- 
tian scheme was a delusion; that Leo's witty epigram: "What 
profit has not that fable Christ brought us," was true. Machl- 
avelli's sarcastic criticism, followed by Guleciardlni and Sarpl, 
roused the sleeping spirit of the church. The revival of learning 
frightened the clerics e.nd startled all Europe. Chry Soloras, 
Guarino, Filelbo and Potltion opened lecture rooms, which were 
filled by young men from all parts of Europe. Greek, Latin, 
history, metaphysics, lav, science, art. mythology, metrical sys- 
tems, oratory, agriculture, astronomy, grammar, philosophy bi- 
ography, rhetoric, etc., were taught What a revolution from 
Christian piety, ignorance and crime! These lectures brought to 
the front a class of young men ful of vigor and energy, who 
swarmed over Europe to propogato the new learning. It was a 
success; the new recrul s were unbelievers. The church discov- 
ering this called up her old forces to suppress the child of genius 
ere all was lost, but the effort came too late; the seed had been 
sown, its growth though slow in a land of ignorance and super- 
stition, means dea'h in the end to Christianity. See France 
tcday. Italy and Spain to follow, Germany and England a little 
behind. Our country yet to go through what Europe has exper- 
ienced, before the star of hope, in America, will rise to witness 
the funeral procession returning from the grave of earth's great- 
est crimnal. 

(To Be Continued.) 



An Uplifting Institution 



The Concern of W. H. Taft for the Romish 
Church Makes Him Too Dangerous a 



(By B. O. FENTON.) 

"If the liberties of the V'ieric.i.i people 
are 0"vt J* : lioyed, • th u y »'Ui tail r»t the 
hands of the Romish cl?' - uifayet'e. 

"The American people are sieeplnt; over 
a volcano but they do not realize it." — 
Chlniquy— Author of Fifty Years in the 
Church of Rome. 



thought and the public press, nave given 
extracts from Taft which indicate and de- 
monstrate to my mind, that he Is catering 
to Popery. He intimates that the Romish 
church is now and has been an institu'lon 
for the moral uplifting of the people, but a 
brief survey of her character is all that 
Is necessary here. Ernest Kenan said: 
"We may search In vain through the Rom 
an law before Constantlne for a single pass- 
age against the Freedom of Thought." 

Was the Romish church "uplifting" when 
it burned the Alexandrian, library? Was 



It "uplifting' when It burned Joan of Arc? 
Was It "uplifting" when popes granted and 
Bold indulgences? Was It "uplifting" 
when it butchered 40,000 Hugenots in one 
night? Was it uplifting" while engaged 
in the crusades hunting and exterminating 
heretics with fire and sword? Can it be 
said that to incarcerate girls in nunneries 
for life is also "uplifting?' When tne 
Homish church founded, and maintained 
for 604 years, the Spanish Inquisition, and 
according to Hugo, destroyed five millions 
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Material Foundation of Evolution 



Strong Criticism from Fair Secretary of 
the Buckeye Secular Union of Gold- 
win Smith's Ideas on Evolution. 

(By LOU LAWRENCE.) 
I* baa b« on my guod fortune to discover 
a copy ui Goldwiu's letter on the Ignoi 
auce of Skepticism, whicu appeared in 
the New York Sun of Sunday, Sept 20th. 
1 am delighted with the letter and with the 
impartial attitude of the Sun on ihis sub- 
ject. But while 1 admire the article and 
agree with most of the thought contained 
UR-rein, there are some points to which 
1 would like to call the attention of our 
Materialistic brethren. While considera- 
tion of space must limit my quotations 
rin the let.tr in question, 1 shall aim 
to give tuough to make my comments in- 
telligible to those of your readers who 
nave not had the opportunity of its pe- 
rusal. 

Mr. Smith writes: 'Free will surely we 
unquestionably have," and closes the para- 
graph with "Is it possible to explain moral 
repentance without assuming the freedom 
of the will?" 

Why "moral repentance?" What is re- 
pentance but regret for, of fear of, evil 
consequences, coupled with newly -directed 
activities? In some dim sort of way, the 
dog regret* attacking the man with a club 
and retraius from a repetition of the act. 
Is that "moral repentance?" 'the man with 
the headache regrets last night's debauch 
and confines bim»elf to coffee — at least 
until the recollection of the headache be- 
comes too dim to damn the current of his 
thirst or the blandishments of the man 
with a bottle. Is that moral repentance? 
The non-religious person is worked into a 
condition of dread concerning some threat 
enea punishment and proceeds to identi- 
fy himself with the church. Is that moral 
repentance? In each and every case tne 
act has a material foundation, or "motive." 
The conduct of the dog would be called 
physical fear, wnlle that of the man may be 
called "moral repentance;" but the cause 
behind each effect Is dread of suffering, of 
which we have no conception aside from 
organized material being. 

Conscience Is the effect upon Individual 
happiness which Is produced by individual 
conduct. Consciousness of "the injury 
none to our moral nature" Is a part of the 
unhappiness caused by what Is termed evil 
conduct; and the whole web of cause and 
in what Is termed "moral re- 



its 



in the in* 



peutauce ' 
terial man. 

freedom of the will is not an assumption 
necessary to tne explanation of n-peu.ance. 
i nis is brought about by suffering. No man 
ever repented of an act which brought him 
unalloyed happiness, if the evil results 
of his conduct fall immediately upon 
another, it is their effect reflected upon 
his own comfort which brings conscience 
into play. 

Human conduct Is motion; and all mo- 
tion follows the line of least resistance. 
The wavering between two lines of action, 
o* which .we are conscious, or what is 
called human deliberation, is individual 
self consciousness of the effort our being, 
or organism, is making to find this line of 
least resistance. Human conduct is as 
much a part of cosmic action as the forma- 
tion of a crystal or the making of a star. 
Given: a certain man and certain condi 
Hons, and that man's conduct is as fixed 
as gravitation. When two courses of ac- 
tion seems open he is conscious of a wav- 
ering—a something which he calls "an ef- 
fort to decide;" but the result of that ef 
fort was settled a thousand years before 
he was born. Tbe father and the mother, 
ue grandfathers and grandmothers, the 
ancestors who lived In times when "might 
made right," the jabbering creature— half 
human and half brute— which hesitated, 
gazing first at one and then at the other 
of two possible victims, has each played 
his part in the making of this decision. 
As certainly as the metal follows the mag- 
net instead of the pine splinter, just so 
certainly will human conduct follow the 
line of least resistance; and the regrets 
which sometimes follow a given course 
come from a consciousness of results 
which were not sufficiently apparent to the 
organism when the act was performed. 

The "conscious effort of self-Improve 
ment" is not the "soul," or "will," stand 
ing aloof and giving direction to the ma- 
terial man; but the cognizance which the 
brain takes of tbe effort that the entire 
organism is making to adapt lUelf to its 
environment. Moral effort Is but the effort 
of the individual to turn circumstances to the 
best interests of himself and society, to tbe 
attainment of the greatest good — or, rather, 
to the production of the least evil. The 
barefooted boy flinches when he has set 
hlB foot upon a bit of short gravel. He 
Is conscious of the act and says: "Did you 
see me Jerk my foot back?" His brain, 
Id not draw bis foot away from 



.ue gravel, but the loot recoiled u> »ave 
.is. ii noui i ui t uc 1 iUjutj unu UM ueivts 

i all. ill Ult 11. "n Ut IUC uia.ii, tuc actel 
Oi IMMlMMIMMIMHHI ■ <oiu aaiu in am, line 

»>tf; ouier autocrat, Of MM oui i mu u. 
lut ooj itl tempi eu to .en a ue; out tne 
luea ciasues witu an accumulation of pnae 
in nis own veracity, wmch a ate ot uuui- 
lUineos has builded nno his brain, and the 
lie is aoandoned. Again tne brain says "J 
did it. 'Ine "1 to wnicn eacu individual 
reiers is his consciousness of nis own per 
soiiai experiences; and tne 1" that jerked 
.he toot back and the 1 that refused to 
tt.il a lie were simply the registered ac 
cumulations of like and varied experiences. 
Consciousness is material. Without organ- 
ization there can be no consciousness and 
without matter there can be no organiza- 
tion. Our moral nature is builded inio the 
brain. The brain is material; hence our 
moral nature must be woven of Matter. 

It does seem to me that all that is 
known has long ago "been proved to be 
material. Should anyone discover the im- 
material he will be in position to demon- 
strate it. 

To admit that freedom of the will ex 
ists apart from the fundamental princi- 
ples of Material Evolution is to admit the 
supernatural; and If the supernatural can 
put In an appearance at one point of the 
Cosmos, It can do so at another. Thus we 
would have excuse for him who, when he 
encounters a difficult problem, attributes it 
to the supernatural Instead of searching 
the natural to discover Us source. 

"Evolution is. a great discovery. But 
Evolution cannot have evolved itself." 
Here Mr. Smith speaks of Evolution as an 
actual entity instead of as a mere state- 
ment, or series of statements, that cosmic 
energy operates regularly along certain 
Hues and according to certain fundamental 
principles. 

Has any animal given the slightest sign 
of self-improvement or tendency to pro- 
gress?" Certainly. Man is an animal, and 
he is credited with a display of these qual- 
ities. Tendency to progress is but the 
effort of the individual and society to har 
monize themselves and their environment, 
the effect of which effort is transmitted to 
the offspring by heredity and example. 

Speaking of man's aesthetic nature, Mr. 
Smith asks if his "sense of beauty and mel- 
ody can be the off -spring of material evo- 
lution?" and continues that "the basis of 
these gifts, no doubt, Is physical." When 
he has made this 
mined all that is necessary to 
senses to be of material evolution. Given 
the simplest rudiments of song, sexual se- 
lection, parental teaching and public rival- 
ry, and the evolution of musical taste and 
ability is but a matter of time. As the fine 
tenor of today has an easy passport to the 
(Continued on Pace 14.) 
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WILL VOL' HELP THEM f 



Ereethought propaganda, which also suggests ineaus mid 
methods for carrying it on successfully, must always 
prove an interesting topic to active Ereethinkers, espec- 
ially those who are most interested in witnessing the 
growth and prosperity of the cause. If our Ereethought 
work he accepted as good, then we, as Freethinkers ought 
never to weary in its service. 

Above all things else, the Blade is deeply interested in 
the spread of Ereethought principles. This is its essen- 
tial. This is its mission. It has no other. The 
Blade is not blind to the fact thai the success of the Eree- 
thought cause means, to Rome extent, its own success' for 
with a wider diffusion of Freethought principles a larger 
constituency is made for it to work among. Whatever 
aids Ereethought aids tlic Blade, and the converse must 
be equally true. How to more effectually spread Fret; 
thought must always be a burning issue with the Blade, 
in fact the paramount issue. But in the discussion here- 
in offered the Blade disclaims any personal amb'ition to 
serve, hut would urge upon all its readers a greater, 
stronger, and a more Impressive enthusiasm in behalf of 
our common undertaking. 

The question is, then, how can we best combine to a 
general diffusion of Freethought principles in America? 
It has been well and amply demonstrated that while in- 



dividual effort has its value, combined effort is not only 
more desirable, but its work is more effective, more last> 
tog and more permanent. Two methods suggest them- 
selves. First, by public work, through the medium of lec- 
turer ;iml debates. Second, by the distribution of free 
literature. Both methods aro designed to be and are in- 

tettded U 1 limns by and through which we can reach 

and bring our principles in contact with the orthodox and 
unthinking masses. Wherever lectures can bo advanta- 
geously given, these constitute the most attractive method 
of open propaganda, as the advocate is brought face to 
face with the people, and the personal contact thus per- 
mitted, if of attractive speech and demeanor, cannot fail 
to produce beneficial results. This has been proven by 
experience. The history of our cause in America for the 
past quarter of a century affords plenty of affirmative 
data. Where lectures cannot lie given we may indulge 
in a judicious distribution of Freethought literature, but 
this must be made free of cost to those to whom we would 
lie disposed to offer such literature. To do this, the organ- 
ized societies and associations representative of American 
IT ret thought constitute the mediums through which this 
distribution can be made, but they must have the neces- 
sary financial backing to undertake such a work. 

The Blade would now direct the attention of its readers 
to the work being carried on by the Buckeve Secular 
on and the Materialist Association, reports of which 
have been given in the Blade. The former proposes, by 
tin organisation of auxiliary clubs, to furnish the oppor- 
tunities for instructive and educative debate, at the same 
time bring the social features of organization more prom- 
inent I v to the front. The latter proposes, to undertake 
tin distribution of a class of popular literature, thus cov- 
ering the ground that may not, l>e trod by the other. 

bet us suppose that the Buckeye Secular Union could 
have a -core of SUPOOBsful (dubs organized throughout the 
State of Ohio, why here would be work enough to keep 
one lecturer constantly employed in making a circuit of 
these clubs. Some dubs could engage him once a month, 
othen twice a month, and in this way a constant agita- 
tion would be maintained. As a further means of pro- 
moting the oattSOj the Materialist Association, provided 
the proper means arc forthcoming, could keep these clubs, 
and individuals all over the country, well supplied with 
Freethought literature for free distribution, ami thus both 
are working hand in hand, conjointly, each playing its 
part, in the missionary labors of the cause. The recent 
conventions of these two societies, with subsequent com- 
munications from their officers, show that they are alive 
and active in the work before them, and thereby, full 
worthy the confidence and support of every Freethinker 
in the html. Besides, these are the only organizations in 
America, of state or national importance, having just or 
legitimate claims upon the Freethinkers of the country. 
Rone of the officers receive pay for their work. Theirs 
is a labor of love. They do not ask pay. Every dollar 
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contributed to their funds is properly accounted for and 
public reports are made of all receipts and expenditures. 
Both are inadequately supported to enable them to carry 
on any effective campaign and it is to the end that a bet- 
ter and stronger support be given them that these lines 
are written. 

President George O. Roberts, of the Buckeye Secular 
Union, is now giving of his own time, money and means 
to organize auxiliary clubs in his state. He has splendid 
prospects, but is hampered only by lack of means. If a 
few spare dollars could find their way into his hands, 
through the proper channels, would not his lal)ors be ren- 
dered less difficult, and would not his opportunities be 
largely increased ? This would mean more clubs. The 
material is there, awaiting his approach, out of which to 
organize them. Every new club would be a direct chal- 
lenge to orthodox effort. Then rally to his support. If 
you have any spare change, send to him at Dennison,0., 
or to the Secretary, .Miss Lou Lawrence, at Barnesville, 
Ohio. 

On the other hand, our readers will have observed the 
work mapped out by Secretary Bliven, of the Materialist 
Association. The whole orthodox world rests upon the no- 
tions of god and future life. Shatter such beliefs and 
orthodoxy is destroyed. Mrs. Bliven proposes, through 
the Materialist Association, to publish a popular sympo- 
sium on' "No Future Life," but if the articles should be 
contributed, as she suggests, the publication could not be 
made in book form unless the necessary funds were forth- 
coming to enable her to do so. The symposium writers 
might contribute a share, but if such a publication can be 
had, the work should be distributed by the tens of thous- 
ands, and as we could not expect the religious world to 
pay for them, Freethinkers must contribute to the ex- 
pense of getting them out. The value of such a work, as a 
missionary undertaking, cannot be questioned ,and the) 
Blade would urge that all proper support be given the 
Materialist Association to this desired and desirable end. 

Doubtless, all our readers have devoured, with satis- 
faction, the logical and splendid treatise on the god ques- 
tion delivered by President Otto Wettstein at the Canal 
Dover convention. This is absolutely unanswerable for 
in it he quotes orthodoxy against itself, and takes all gods 
out of the universe. Here is an attractive, interesting, 
unanswerable argument against one of the principal ten- 
ets of orthodox 'beliefs. It ought to be road by every 
American citizen. President Wettstein is now consider- 
ing a proposition looking to its publication in pamphlet 
form, but here, as in the previous instances cited, lack of 
funds hold back the work. 

As the symposium and the pamphlet deserve wide dis- 
tribution and the officers are willing and anxious to dis- 
tribute them, the Blade would further urge upon its 
friends that all possible support be given this body of 
noble men and women that they may be permitted to 
carry their plans to a successful issue. Their success is 



your success. They are open in the fight, which is also 
your fight. They have nothing personal to gain other 
than the common good of all and the greater happiness of 
the race. 

If you can afford to aid the Materialist Association in 
its proposed work send what you can afford to Eliza 
Mowry Bliven, Box 76, Brooklyn, Conn. 

For the purpose of enabling Mrs. Bliven to collect the 
data necessary to the publication of the symposium, the 
Blade now offers the use of its columns for all writers who 
euro to participate therein. The subject to be discussed 
is "No Future Life*' and each "writer is urged to give 
his or her reasons for not believing in a future life. All 
such articles should not be less than fifty nor more than 
B&O words. Read over the proposed plan in our last pre- 
ceding issue. 

THE MODERN TRINITY. 
Politics, panics, perjury. 

The trinity of the American Mokanna, a mighty tri- 
umvirate born of a false and pernicious system built ac- 
cording to orthodox religious notions. 

At its shrine worship those who feed and fatten at 
public expenso and who fawn and flatter that thrift may 
follow and fill the sails of an anticipated Argosy. 

And what a trinity! 

Its blighting influences fall largely upon the poor who 
are utterly unable to escape therefrom, while in its specific 
performances human character is sullied and stained. 

Candidates and their friends alike resort to every ex- 
pediency that is calculated to bring them success. Scan 
the existing political arena and it will be impossible to 
lay fingers upon any candidate for a prominent political 
office whose individual conscience is clear of having done 
no political wrong, uttered no untruth, made no misrep- 
resentation, indulged in promise impossible of fulfilment, 
or conferred a flattery that is utterly without merit or 
justification. 

Republican orators, candidates and leaders, charge that 
industrial panics with their attendant distress, are caused 
by, and fairly chargeable to, the mere probability of De- 
mocratic itMMM at the polls in a national election. Dem- 
ocrats deny the responsibility and charge that the party 
in power, through chicanery, mismanagement and fraud, 
is altogether responsible therefor, created by it to open up 
a means of political campaigning. The Socialist candi- 
dates charge both Republican and Democrat with insin- 
cerity and incompetency, while they, in turn, combine to 
denounco the Socialist as a dissatisfied, idle dreamer, who 
is chasing a mere will-o'-the-wisp. The Prohibition can- 
didate asserts that he is in possession of the only political 
palladium, while the others unite in the cry of pea-nut 
politics as directed against the Prohibition party and its 
candidates. Thus, if tho advocates and representatives 
of each party are to be believed, none of them can be 
worthy of holding a responsible political office. 

And yet, the political trinity still rules the land. Once 
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every four years, with each recurring presidential, elec- 
tion, panic ensues, money dies to cover, factories close 
down, industry is idle, the wheels of commerce cease to 
hum, prices fall, currency shrinks, suffering follows, and 
it is upon such conditions as these that each party hopes 
to ride into power and political authority. Political per- 
jury creeps along in the wake of calamity and the tri- 
umvirate is complete. 

Is there a candidate for the office of President now be- 
fore the people who does not claim to be of extremely 
religious tendencies Is there a candidate among them 
who would dare to question the truth of orthodox beliefs 
and the right of Christian believers to special legisla- 
tion in the interest of their faith ( Do not the leading 
candidates strive to appear before the electorate as devout 
believers in Christianity and all that such a belief im- 
plies i Are not the columns of the public press reeking 
with accounts of the religious beliefs and aspirations of 
this or that candidate ( i)o they not all profess an alle- 
giance to the orthodox Christian faith in some form or 
another i 

Assuming these claims to be true, and we have no 
right to assert they are not, then what a sad commentary 
it is upon the supposedly moral influences of that religiou 
in which they so profess to believe. The people, gener- 
ally speaking, know that all such pretensions are vain, 
and vain-glorious, self-serving, and made in the hope and 
expectation of political gain. In spite of religion and re- 
ligious pretensions, personal political ambition blunt the 
moral sense. False pretenses govern many of the move- 
ments they undertake in public, and god, who, believing- 
ly knows all things, is thrust aside in the mad political 
vortex, forgotten, ignored, neglected and scorned. 

And so we have politics, panics and perjury. 

Would that every Freethinker in the land had cour- 
age to make his true opinions known and felt. The con- 
stant political pandering to a senseless superstition would 
soon become a thing of the past. Political honesty can 
never obtain in America until the god-belief idea is rooted 
out. Panics would no longer be manufactured as po- 
litical expedients and perjury would disappear. Presi- 
dential elections could then be held without such disas- 
trous offects upon the industries and commerce of the 
nation. 

Politics, panics, perjury. 

This is the stock in trade of political campaigns, the 
tools of god-fearing politicians struggling for offices they 
do not deserve. 

Our best and safest remedy lies in the inculcation of 
Freethought principles broadcast o'er the land. Free- 
thought is based wholly on truth and fact, and these 
are incapable of injury to moral and political worth. 

Freethought, alone, is the bed-rock upon which our na- 
tional liberties can be made secure and a permanent 
peace brought to the whole of the American people. 



.MEN ARE WHAT THEY THINK. 

Thought leads to action, and as action make habits, so 
habits constitute conduct. 

How essential then that our thoughts be free, untram- 
melled, and uninfluenced by false beliefs or sordid su- 
perstitions. 

If we think wrong thoughts, our actions, habits and 
conduct must likewise be wrong, but if we think good 
thoughts we teud strongly toward improvement. 

As a man thinks, so is he, is both a timely and truth- 
ful saying, for in the end we are what we actually think 
iind our thought must determine what we are and what 
we are to be. 

Free thought is true thought. It must be uninfluenced 
by any personal desire. It must strive against seeking 
to forward personal ambition and look only for results, 
independent of what those results are. Freethought is 
the highest and best thought of which the human mind 
is capable and by a rigid application of all that it im- 
plies it must lead to vastly superior results. 

God-thought is a slave thought and slave thoughts lead 
'.o fear thoughts. Fear thoughts are held in mental 
chains by a gross, sensual and sordid superstition. Such 
thoughts cannot be free, no matter how much may be 
claimed for them. 

Every improved thought means an improvement in the 
resultant conduct If the improvement in conduct does 
not approach the full extent of the improved thought, 
there will be some improvement and that is a distinct 
gain. To bring about a permanent or perpetual improve- 
ment the individual must acquire good mental habits and 
the objective sought will soon bo made manifest. There 
is no use in striking at mere physical effects while we 
leave the mental causes to become intensified. 

Superstition based upon assumptive beliefs in gods, 
devils, physical heavens and hells, peopling the air and 
.sky with personalities of good and evil against which a 
struggling humanity must contend and strive in vain, pre- 
vents correct, proper, or free thinking, because of the con- 
stant fear-cloud with which such a mind, so believing, is 
enveloped Beliefs must necessarily lix themselves in the 
mind and become mental habits, shaping and molding 
conduct in accordance therewith. The belief in the exis- 
tence of a personal god possessing the power and inclina- 
tion to impose a fearful punishment upon sentient beings 
for declining to accept or believe in him, must, of a ne- 
cessity, induce similar tendencies in the mind and nature 
of those who indulge in such a belief and from this we 
are able to understand much of the cruelty and torture 
perorated by god-believers upon the unbelievers. The 
mind of the believer, narrowed and dwarfed by his sense- 
less superstition, was unable to perceive the slightest 
wrong in what he did. They believed themselves godt 
like by assuming to follow out god-like propensities. 
And they were god-like, to the extent that they believed 
in god, for no god can be better than his creator and the 
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believer was simply doing that which he felt and believed 
bis god woidd have done had the god believed in been at 
that particular place at that precise moment If a god 
is to punish those who deny or question his existence, 
would it not be god-like for the believer to also punish 
the unbeliever, and would not the believer be more pleas- 
ing to his god by so-doing? 

Freethought, having builded its philosophy upon the 
experiences of the race, ignoring gods, heavens and hells, 
uninfluenced by shunter and baneful superstitions, is 
able to reason fully and completely from cause to effect 
and studying the effect in order to determine as accurate- 
ly as possible, its merits and demerits, and if evil follow, 
tlicn to furnish a remedy by striikng at the cause, remov- 
ing it altogether, or so changing environment as to weak- 
en its power and influence for further wrong. 

In the course of investigation the Freethinker has 
found that the belief in god is responsible for innumer- 
able evils that afflict the race. In its practical work it 
aims to eradicate all such beliefs from the mind of man, 
hopeful and encouraged by the knowledge that with a de- 
struction of such beliefs the betterment of humanity is 
provided for. Such a task is of huge proportions and re- 
quires unexampled heroism to participate therein. Every 
ago has furnished its proportion of generals in this mental 
battle and the age in which we live is no exception to the 
rule. 

Guided by the world's best and highest thought, there- 
by enhancing the best and highest human conduct, the 
Rlade volunteers as a soldier in the ranks, ready to take 
its place on the firing line and devote its best services to 
the annihilation of god-thoughts to the end that the 
thought! of all may be made free. 



CHRISTIAN DESIGNS UPON CHINA. 



According to a Mr. Charles Johnston, writing in the 
rTibbert Journal, of Boston, the Christian world is fondly 
anticipating the death of the Empress Dowager of China, in 
order that her son, Kuang Su, may rule over the flowery 
kingdom, because one of his confidential advisers, Kang Yu 
Wei, now in exile, will bo restored to official favor, per- 
mitted to return home and take a hand in the affairs of 
the government 

Let it l)e understood, however, that the Christian world 
speaking through the Hibbert Journal writer, is not so 
much interested in the young Emperor as it is in his ad- 
viser. The cause of this absorbing interest in him is 
duo to the fact that Air. Johnston has interviewed him 
upon the subject of religion, and in that interview, as 
Mr. Johnston asserts, Kang Yu Wei has spoken well of 
the Christian man-god, Jesus, and now Mr. Johnson is 
able to see the "spiritual revival" that is to lead China 
into the Christian fold should conditions so shape them- 
selves in the Orient as to put the Emperor on the throne. 

The story of this anticipated denouement does not come 
from Kang Yu Wei, himself, but it comes from Mr. 



Johnston. It is merely the latters version of the affair. 

And yet, to use Mr. Johnston's own words, the China- 
man, student though he may be, can have but a limited, 
or restricted idea, of the character of Jesus as portrayed 
in the gospels, for he is made to speak approvingly of the 
"courage and manliness" of Jesus because of his persist- 
ence in working to fulfill his mission upon earth with 
the "certainty of death confronting him." In addition 
to this the Chinaman is made to say that "Jesus is the 
greatest single factor in the development of the Western 
world." 

Courage and manliness ! Let us take these suspected 
qualities for consideration first. 

Did not Jesus, being god, know that he was to meet 
death ( Was not his mission on earth, terminating in 
death, foreordained from the time of the falH Was not 
the death of Jesus actually promised long before he was 
supposed to have been born I Was not his birth, death 
and resurrection made the subject of biblical prophecy? 
And can the creature put his creator to death i Was not 
Jesus o; )M l > Can a god suffer? Can a god die^ Does a 
god need courage to face death 1 Man may, but a god 
ought not to. What would have become of the Chris- 
tian scheme of salvation if Jesus, the god, had dodged 
the cross ? If Jesus suffered, or if he was in the need of 
"courage" to face death, then he could not be god. 

But was Jesus manly? 

Not aooording to the 'account given by his biographer. 
There is nothing manly in cursing a fig tree because it 
did not bear fruit out of season. There was nothing man- 
ly iu oucouragiug his disciples to steal corn. There was 
nutliing manly in speaking with contempt of his mother, 
the woman who had borne him. There was nothing man- 
ly" in hiding to dodge the soldiers. There was nothing 
manly in cursing and abusing those who refused to sup- 
port him, or agree with him, as he is recorded to have 
done in the 23rd chapter of Matthew. There were 
neither courage or manliness in his agonizing and piteous 
cry from the cross when he knew the game was up. Con- 
trast the death of Jesus with the death of Bruno, or Rob- 
ert Emmett 

The most charitable view we could possibly take of the 
whole life and character of Jesus, is to say that what iias 
been written about him is not true. 

Could the exiled Chinaman, knowing these facts, have 
given utterance to such sentiments, and, knowing them, 
would hope to see Jesus-believers influencing Chinese 
affairs ? Just a few years in America and Kang Yu Wei 
may get his eyes opened to the true condition of affairs 
about Jesus and the Western world. 

Rut then we have only Mr. Johnston's word for aught 
to the contrary. Perhaps the Chinaman never said what is 
attributed to him. If ho did, Americans have a way of 
knowing that the wiley Oriental has a habit of saying things 
upon religious topics that he does not mean when talking 
to Christian advocates in a supposed Christian country. 
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PAINE IGNORED THROUGH RELIGIOUS 
PREJUDICE. 

(By James B. Elliott.) 
"The evil that men do lives after them, 
while the good is oft interred with their 
bones." 

The City of Philadelphia, the home of 
Thomas Paine for eight ytara and his lit- 
erary birth-place, and the State in whose 
defense he enlisted in the Conilnental Army 
in 1776, and became Aide de camp to Gen. 
Nathaniel Greene, Secretary of Congress 
in 1777, and of the Pennsylvania Assembly 
In 1779, and who headed a subscription list 
with $500 to aid Washington's deserting 
army quartered at Morristown, which In- 
duced Blair McCleneghan and Robert Mor- 
ris to subscribe $10,000 each, which enabled 
his army to get supplies and march to vic- 
tory at Yorktown; the editor of the first 
magazine published, and the author and 
publisher of the greatest thought provok- 
ing pamphlets of the Revolution— "Common 
Sense" and "Age of Reason." The one 
one who was chosen by Col. John Laurens 
to go with him to France, and with him 
succeeded In securing from Louis XVI. the 
gift of 2,500,000 livers of silver and a ship 
loaded with military stores which was 
given in his charge to bring to Boston, and 
which he safely delivered from the ship 
Resolve, commanded by Capt. John Barry, 
a Roman Catholic, whose statue fs now 
in Independence Square. Ho also com- 
mended the purchase of the Louisiana Ter- 
ritory by President Jefferson. 

This city decided to celebrate the 225th 
anniversary of the charter of the State by 
William Penn, and appropriated $100,000 to 
make the commemoration a success. The 
directors in charge announced that the 
great men who did something toward the 
development of the city and State, would 
be personified and live again before the 
people improved in Art, Morals, Literature, 
Mechanics, etc. That Franklin, Jefferson, 
Washington. Robert Morris, Stephen Girard 
and Lincoln, Capt. John Barry and Paul 
Jones would be represented. 

I naturally wondered if the name and 
services of the Author-Hero of the Revo- 
lution had been overlooked, or "Interred 
with his bones" at New Rochelle. I was 
told that I was too late to personate Tom 
Paine, that he drank too much, and that 
"his services were only nominal and called 
for no special presentation in the Historical 
Pageant." 

I reminded the Chairman 'hat the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania conferred upon him 
the degree of A. M , that the Philadelphia 
Society honored him with membership, and 
that Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, Ad 
ami and Robert Morris honored him with 
their friendship. But he was deaf to all 
my appeals. I asked him if it was relig- 



ious prejudice. He said no, and referred io 
several infidels in the pageant. I then ask 
ed why he opposed Paine. He said that he 
admired Alexander Hamilton and preferred 
him to Jefferson or Paine, and appeared 
surprised that I had resurrected so many 
good things that Tom Paine had done, but 
said it was too late. 

I then paid a visit to the Committee tor 
Marking Historic Sites, and demanded to 
know why the graves and homes of so 
many traitors like the Rev. Jacob Duche, 
Joseph Galloway and Benedict Arnold were 
marked, while patriots like Thomas Paine 
and Blair McCltnaghau were neglected. He 
informed me that they had 300 signs print- 
ed, and they were overlooked. 

Believing with Ingersoll that 1 Hands that 
help are better far than lips that pray," 1 
could not rest until I had resurrected from 
the dust of the century the name of Thomas 
Paine, and ordered at once at the cost of 
our Association, suitable signs to mark the 
residence of Thomas Paine, where his 
•Common Sense and Crisis" were printed, 
the garrett that Dr. Wilson and I visited 
some years ago, and the office he occupied 
while Secretary of the Committee on For 
eign Affairs. 

I called on Mr. J. C. Hannou, and togeth- 
er we proceeded to the grave of Robert 
Morris In the rear of Christ Church; we 
were shocked to find his tomb next to the 
privy, where in all likelihood bis bones 
have been devoured by rats. Mr. Han- 
non's eyes filled with tears at this gross 
neglect of the last resting place of Robert 
Morris, the financier of the Revolution, 
and he exclaimed, "How soon we are for- 
gotten when we are dead!" While we were 
ihus musing, we were invited by one of the 
deacons, m a full drese suit, to step Inside 
and see the pews of BenJ. Franklin and 
George Washington. Mr. Haunon was ir- 
reverent enough to ask if Tom Paine was 
burled there. The deacon replied he never 
heard of him, nor did he want to. 

We next proceeded to St. Paul's church 
and found the grave of Blair McClenaghan 
had not been marked, but that the Rev. 
Dr. Duche's house and church, likewise St. 
Mary's Roman Catholic church and Commo- 
dore Barry's grave, had been covered with 
tiowers, while on Robert Morris' tomb there 
was but a faded wreath. 

Signs were painted and placed upon 
Paine's Garret, where he wrote "Common 
Sense," where Common Sense and Crisis" 
were printed, and his office when Secretary 
of Committee on Foreign Affairs. The act 
ual expense incurred was $10. If there are 
any of the Blade readers willing to join in 
the chorus of that hymn so popular with 
the Young and Alexander combination— 

"Is my name written there?"— 
Would do well to remember It is the cash 
that counta and turns the trick nowadays. 



AN UPLIFTING INSTITUTION. 



Continued from Page 6. 
of people, was it "uplifting" then? Was it 
"uplifting" when it burned alive at the 
stake upwards of 31,000 people? Was It 
"uplifting" vhen It imprisoned Galileo for 
leaching the Copernician system of astron- 
omy? Was it "uplifting' when It burned 
Bruno, or when St. Cyril murdered the 
beau, if ul Hypatia? Has Italy, Ireland, 
Spain or Mexico, even Abyssiaula been be- 
fitted by this "uplifting institution? Is an 
institution uplifting" that dwarfs the 
mind, crushes out freedom of thought and 
seeks to perpetuate itself with sword and 
flame? 

The real uplifting of the world, of hu- 
manity, has been In spite of the RomlBh 
church, or any other churcn, and all who 
are in any way familiar with the history 
of popery knows that the Romish church 
in particular, has been, and forever will be 
the deadly enemy of liberty. Bruno, Vol- 
taire, Paine, Garibaldi, uradlaugh and In- 
gersoll, ail great and self-sacrificing philan- 
thropists, have each done more to uplift 
mankind than all the religions in the world 
world. They have braved tne storm and 
risked the dungeon for humanity's sake, 
and succeded in wrenching power from the 
alleged throne of grace. 

Let Archbishop Ireland be heard. He is 
quoted as saying: "Religious liberty in this 
country Is merely endured until the oppo- 
site can be carried into effect without peril 
to the church of Rome. Now read La- 
fayette and Chiniquy again. Hundreds of 
similar quotations might be given along 
Ryan's line L,eo XIII gave utterances to 
the same end. In face of all the recorded 
iniquities of Romanism, from Constantlne 
to this very hour, despotism takes a turn 
against the liberty of this nation and a 
nominee for the high office of President 
has openly declared himseif in favor or 
the Romish church. The very Islands to 
which Mr. Taft refers have been under the 
influences of this "uplifting" institution 
and all the elements that combine with it, 
for hundreds of years, and further com- 
ment along this line Is unnecessary. 

Speaking of the church of Rome, Inger- 
soll once said: "Destruction is the only 
reformation of which that church is capa- 
ble." 

France took cognizance of this fact in 
the year of grace, 1906, and forever put 
the pope and his allies beyond the power of 
national harm. The spirit and policy of 
the Roman churcn is and are out of har- 
mony and Inconsistent with our Declaration 
of Independence and the Constitution upon 
which our goverment and Its laws have 
been built. 

Chardon, Ohio. 
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A QUESTION OF MORALS. 

(By Dr. A. A. Bell.) 
The clergy have long claimed that they 
are the keepers of all human virtue, hon- 
esty and integrity, and they have further 
urged that any man or woman who did 
not believe in God, heaven and hell, could 
have no possible motive for being good and 
pure and leading an upright life. 

The following is the account of an esca- 
pade indulged in by a clergyman. -As a 
rule. I would refuse to notice such pranks, 
but I pick out this one because the clergy 
insist that infidels and atheists are wicked 
and that being what he or she is or may be, 
they can have no regard for morality or 
truth. The clipping reads: 

"Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Tuttle, of South - 
amp'on, and Miss May Rohm, a sister of 
Mrs. Tuttle and daughter of Deacon Rohm, 
of the local Baptist Society, hearing that 
Rev. Mr. Fairfield contemplated bringing 
an action for slander against them, ap- 
peared before the police magistrate, pre- 
ferring charges against the clergyman. 

"Mrs. Tuttle, who is young and pretty, 
and a grand-niece of President Franklin 
Pierce, stated to the court that her pastor 
had embraced her. Mr. Tuttle did not 
learn of the occurrence, Mrs. Tuttle fear- 
ing his anger. 

"When the story came out Mr. Tuttle wa* 
extremely wroth, and was with difficulty re- 
strained from seeking out Dr. Fairfield and 
doing him bodily injury. Dr. Fairfield left 
town, stating to his congregation that he 
waa going to place the whole matter before 
the Long Island Babtlst Association. 

"He has not done so, and if he does not 
return today, the matter will be taken be- 
fore the association by the congregation." 

While It Is historically true that from the 
days of Cicero until the present time, un- 
believers have been noted and character- 
ised for their individual honesty and strict 
veracity, these traits have been so marked 
in some Instances that John Stuart Mill was 
dubbed "Saint Atheist," Hume was called 
"The Philosopher," Adam Smith, who wrote 
the Wealth of Nations, In a preface to 
Hume's Essays, s ated that he regarded 
Hume as a human being as perfect as the 
frailties of human nature would permit. 
Ernest Renan. in a lecture, averred that if 
he had to pick out a man of the most ve- 
racity and honesty, he would have to go 
among his atheistical friends to find him. 
And yet. In the face of such veritable facta 
the clergy Insist that infidels are not reli- 
able, thus advertising their own want, or 
iack, of veracity. 

Compare what is here written with the 
clipping above quoted and we have facts 
enough to enable any honest person to 
decide the issue. 

Oa. 
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Offers to Lecture. 

BUCKLIN, KAN. — Noticing what you say 
in the Blade of Oct 4 in regard to lecturers, 
1 thought I would write you a few lines. It 
seems to me this is the grandest scheme 
yet Invented to educate people in Free- 
thought or Atheism. You say there must 
be, first, lecturers; no doubt you are right 
about that Think of the number of 
preachers that are teaching their mythol- 
ogy! We need not only strong men, but a 
great number of them, and I think the or- 
dinary lecturer will more than equal the or- 
dinary preacher. I have a lecture on 
"Miracles" which I have delivered quite a 
number of times. It shows how the miracles 
of Jesus can be performed today by trick- 
ery and sleight-of-hand; also a lecture in 
preparation on "Is the Doctrine of the 
Christian God, Pantheism?" in which It is 
proved by the Bible that the real God of fhe 
Jews was nature or the universe, and the 
angelic God was a myth or figure. Also, I 
give evidence to prove that people should 
not worship any thing or being as a God. 
My Intention is to lecture on these themes 
In the near future.— MARION W. MARLEY. 



Need for Emergency Fund 



, IND.— I have been wanting to 

write you for some time, but through the 
worry of making enough money to see my 
wife through a severe case of appendicitis, 
I was unable to do bo before. I am sorry 
to state that I feel myself compelled, for a 
time at least, to stop your paper until I can 
get on my feet again. I leave In a few days 
for Illinois, where a job has been offered 
me with fair pay. If I can make good, and 
I think that I can, It won't be long until you 
will get the money that I owe you. Please 
send me amount of my bill. Want to say 
for your paper that it has opened my eyes 
and mind to many things In regard to Free 
thought and Religion. — E. J . . 



OBITUARY. 
Death of a Brave Freethinker. 

SCIPIO, UTAH.— On Oct. 2 last there 
passed from this world of joys and sorrows 
a man who was one of Freethought's most 
fearless champions. A man who died as 
he had lived— honest and upright, sincere 
In his convictions, firm In the belief that 
the God of Christianity Is a myth, religion 
a farce and Immortality a 



Ole Madsen was born 51 years ago last 
March in Denmark, and emigrated to Utah 
with his father, sister and mother In the 
early '60's. He became a member of the 
Mormon Church, and at one time beid the 
office of a deacon in it, but while still a 
young man became a Freethinker from 
reading the works of Ingersoll and Pain--, 
ond soon afterward VII oxcjiunnnlcatcrt 
from the church because he dared to rea- 
son and follow the dictates of his own 
mind. He always maintained a fearless 
front against the Christian religion, and 
never missed an opportunity to engage In 
debate or argument with the elders of the 
Mormon or the ministers of the other 
churches. 

The funeral services were simple, — a few 
staunch friends testifying to his worth and 
sterling character. 

Fo nearly a year he suffered from cancer, 
which was the cause of his death, but never 
for an instant did he waver in the belief 
that death ends all, — that when life's fitful 
fever is over and the mantle of Peace is 
wrapped about us, there will be no awaken- 
ing, but forevermore perfect sleep. — WTL- 
BERT MARQUARDSON. 



PORTLAND. OREGON.— I write you to- 
day for two. as I tnink. good reasons. 
One Is that I am ashamed of being so much 
behind, and the other is that I have been 
robbed as you mlg' t say. While I was build- 
ing my house here, I met with a very bad 
accident,— run down by a street car, ren- 
dered unconscious, and finding myself the 
next day in the hospital. The man who 
was attending to my affairs took advantage 
of my condition by calling on my son to 
pay the bills for building. And when I 
came around he had dhawn nearly one 
thousand dollars, paid no bills and skipped 
out. Consequently I had the bills to pay 
after giving him the money to pay for them. 
However, you are not to 
or my troubles., at 
to discontinue 

to do so, and no ill 
In any way, but no man 
can do business without capital, and you 
have been very kind to me, as well as pa- 
tient. I must admit. However. I will try 
to meet this obligation at my earliest abil- 
ity. Hoping to hear from you in a kind 
way in the near future, I remain, your well 
H. MORRIS. 







14 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



We Have the List. 



CRYSTAL CITY. TEXAS. — For the en- 
closed P. M. Order ($1JS) please send a 
copy of Dr. Wilson's book, "A Trip to 
Rome," to R. P. Johnson, Gwinner, N. Dak., 
and write on the inside cover: •'Compli- 
ments of O. F. Johnson." 

Has Mr. IJeald of Los Angeles, made any 
arrangements with you to send the Blade 
to the subscribers of Higher Science when 
that publication died?— O. F. JOHNSON. 



Do Our Readers Know? 

WILLIAMSPORT, PA— I am very much 
interested in the study of Astronomy, and 
have given the subject a great deal of 
thought. The Nebular Hypotheses I am 
not much In sympathy with. I believe 
that the origin, development and destiny of 
our solar system can best be explained by 
an INCREASING Internal heat of the plan- 
ets instead of a cooling off process. Do 
you know of any author or person figuring 
from this basis?— JOSEPH J. KING. 



MATERIAL FOUNDATION 

OF EVOLUTION. 



(Continued from Pajre 7.) 
heart of women, so the cave-man who ut- 

In these comments I do not claim to have 
voiced the opinions of any considerable 
number of Materialists; but to my mind 
there Is no resting place between the di- 
recting agency of a "Soul" end material 
Determinism. Free will and Materialism 
reem to me as inconsistent as Evolution 
and the Hebrew Scriptures. 

Barnesville O. 
tered the softest chant had the most favor- 
able prospect of leaving a numerous prog- 
eny, who, through direct Inheritance of 
the father's talent and the effect of their 
mother's admiration of said talent, would 
probably excel even their father in their 
musical gifts. Can we not as easily under - 
s'and how man's musical taste could have 
been evolved by a purely physical process 
as that the songs of the Carolina wren and 
the inimitable catbird should have been 
developed in such manner?" 



Nature proposes to herself no aim In her 
operations, and all final causes are nothing 
but pure Actions imagined by roen.(8pi- 



The true philosophy is to retire within 
one's self, and us'en to the voice of reason, 
the stillness of the passions. (— 
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Truth as Revealed by Modern Science. 



The Review labors for the emancipation 
of the human mind from the debasing 
thralldom of Superstition, Superoaturalism 
and Mysticism, and for the upbuilding of an 
enlightened ethloo-scientlflc life. It Is 
radical without being rabid and aims to 
refu'e the errors of men by reason rather 
than ridicule or acrimonious disputation. 
It stands for Virtue, Morality and Nobllty 
of Character as the best -safeguards for 
this life and preparation for any possible 
fu'ure life. 

Send five 2-cent atamps for Sample Copy. 



Silk Dresses Given Away 

An opportunity of a life time for women 
who love good clothes. 

High School girls can obtain their grad- 
ua'ion dresses without cost; working girls 
and married women may secure fine fall 
or summer rJreMe* 

Large list of patterns to select from. 
Bona fide offer — uo fraud, no grafting or 
disagreeable duties to perform. 
For full particulars send name, address and 
a two-cent postage stamp to 



THE«f5g^^ETS ED. S. SHEAQREEN 



THE 

A B C of Religion 

A COLLECTION OF POEMS 

From a Type-Written Family Bible Without 

Policy or Piety 
But Full of Common Sense. 

By J08EPH HAIGH, 

Chebanse. Illinois. 

25 CENT8. 

Address the Author or Blue Grass Blade. 



Do You Believe 



That We Humans are as important as 
Pigs, rotatoes and Pups? 

Do you believe that we "grown-ups," 
mil even the Children, should know as 
much about onrFohos at> we know about 
FUhe-\ rkiWt X* nn < Fiogs? 

Do yon bellevi' in Belter Fu'geny, a More 
Elevated Race p.r.ywuy '.' 

If eo, fr-nd 2.25 for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Main 
St., Los Angeles, California, U. S. A. 
Samples ten cents. Trial three months, 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 30 
cents st i nips. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 



A New Booklet showing up the contradic- 
tions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

Tiis' t he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "jarr their faith 
and destroy their godwebs. Ready Soon. 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 15 
for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 

1728 Ellis Street., San Francisco, Cal. 



SEEDS 



SPECIAL OFFER: 

Atrial wOT 
ant cal torn* r. 

u>ile<:Ut-1 



ttto to b.tla H. 
make you oar permanent cut toe 

- PriKCQllCatlvB SKh... 

I 11 the flnaat | Tmr«la. T iplendld j 0«l~. I beat Tart*. 
I Ueai •••»*•»•••»•'<»« a»ifc>— ai raneUM la all. 

1 «C1BANTEKD TO PL* ABE. 

Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 

a<WM»AJ»Aa*aaaAa^baAaaA r VirV ' 

SEND 10 CENTS 

i to a&vaf poolAfa and paveklaf and rajfrtlT* th U TalaaVle , 
\ collection of toaaia poalpaltt. top.Uwr with mj bl« 
laibtracllva. Baaullfail iM< and Plant Bowk, I 
', vaila all aboat tba Boat TarlMlaa of t ildi, PUova. ale. . 

H.W. BuckbM. ir " lM «mJIKffi./ 



_j wbi the L.r.n ic ,«••;. srtK 10 Itie author to: I 



247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA. 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE 



Secular Thought 

A Fortnightly Journal of Rational Crltl- 
ciam In Politics, Science and Religion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Editor - - J. Spencer Kills. 
Published at 185* Queen St West. To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms, $1 per annum, in 
advance; single copies, 10 centa. 

All communications for the Editorial de 
partment should be addressed— 

J. Spencer Ellis. "Secular Thought," 
185% Queen St. West, Toronto. Can. 
AH Business communications, orders for 
books, printing, etc., should be addressed— 

C. M. ELLls, Proprietor and Publisher. 
Secular Thought, 

185* Queen St. West. 

Toronto, Can. 



16 (MEDIUM) 8IZE 

Men's New Thin Model Watches 

HAMPDEN-"No. 104," 23 Jewels, |30; 
"Wm. McKinley", 21 Jewels, $22; same, 17 
jewels, $12; "Genera* Stark," 17 Jewels. 
$10; 15 Jewels, $8; 7 Jewels, $5.50. 

WALTHAM: "Riverside Maxlmus," 23 
Jewels, $50; "Riverside," 19 Jewels, $21; 
"P. S. Bartlett" 17 Jewels. $12.50; 15 Jewels, 
$8; 7 Jewels. $6. 

ELGIN— "No. 156," or "162" 21 Jewels, 
$49; "Veritas" 21 Jewels, $27; "243," 17 
Jewels, $22; "242" 17 Jewels, $18; "241," 
17 Jewels, $12; "340," 17 Jewels, $10; IB 
Jewels. $8; 7 Jewels, $6. 

CASES— All the above in the new Thin 
Model Sllverlne Screw Cases. In Fahy's, 
Crown or Deuber filled gold case, guaran- 
teed by the manufacturers for 20 years, 
artistic hand chased or plain, $3, or hunt- 
ing case, $5 more. In 25 year case, $2 more 
than in 20 year case. In cases guaranteed 
for all time, screw, $8, or hunting, $10 
more than In Sllverlne case. Prices of 
solid gold cases on application. 

Every Watch Guaranteed Fresh and New 
from Factory (no "shopk ••..^rs,,), an accu- 
rate time keeper and, if well used, good for 
fifty years or longer. Will be kept In order foi 
one year. Beware of "Special" movements 
and cases, made nobody knows where, and 
which you cannot price Intelligently and 
buy everywhere. Also beware of die work 
"engraved" cases— they are a fraud. Those 
listed above are known to be the beat 
watches made, and if watch is new and 
perfect, you are safe to buy them where the 
price is lowest. I pay freight. 

Describe closely what you want and let 
me send you cuts and prices— also of my 
Freethought Badges and Ingersoll Spoons, 
auge and my great little tract, 
OTTO WETT8TEIN, 

I Th c"° lb" tret* ^ 



Give 'Em Fits. The People's Press 




That's what "THE 
SCARLET SUA DOW." 
Wulter Hurl's great rad- 
ical novel, doss to the 
forces of bigotry and su- 
perstition. And the sec- 
ular press of the country, 
goaded by the church 
element. Is throwing- a. 

over It, too. No other 
novel of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox critics — which 
la sufficient proof that It 
Is all right. It has cre- 
ated a bensatlon In con- 
/ WfMWi servatlve circles and 

f] aused consternation 

(/ IS among the clergy. 

SftsJ if is enthusiastically 
endorsed by leading 
Freelthlnkers through- 
out the world. You all 
know how Hurt can write, and In this book 
he Is at ills best. It Is an elegant volume, 
lit to ornament the finest library; 
422 pages, printed on Heavy 
and bound In ox-blood cloth. 
Trice 11.60, postpaid. 

BLUB GRASS BLADE, 

Ky. 



Fine Farm for Sale 



SPLENDID CHANCE TO OWN PAYING 
SOIL IN BUCKEYE 8TATE. 



Do you want a 218 acre farm? 

Do you want it in Athens, County, Ohio? 

Do you want the best of soil? 

Two-story double barn, almost new. Also 
six-room farm house (good condition). 
Abundance of best water throughout farm. 
Two wells, one cistern; good out buildings. 
Entire farm under cultivation. Small 
woodland, beautiful pasturage, apples and 
peaches. In center of coal field. Two 
shafts V* mile east, another going down; 
4 shafts J" 2 miles north and northwest, and 
2 more going down. Coal 8 feet to 14 feet: 
never less than 8 feet. One-quarter mile 
to pike (new); 3V4 miles to county seat- 
Athens— 8,000 inhabitants. Junction K. * 
M.. B. & O., and H. V. R. R. in Hocking 
Valley. Heirs are going to sell at once. 
Bring check book; you can't keep from buy- 
ing. Sell as low as $50 per acre. 

Athens, O. H. S. LARCH, M. D. 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that advocates 
trial Unionism. 

Revolutionary to the core. 
EDITED BY A FN BETH INKS'!. 
The enemy of ev< 
existing social order. 
Send for sample 

Acl.lresB! The Wage Slave Bos SS7. 



Fearless in its advocacy of Freethought 



Ave. 



Published weekly at 111 Blue 



J. B. 
Official 
In Canada. 



of the Materialist 
Foreign Countries, $ coo a Year 
a Year. 



Mich. 



A. aL 



Tomorrow Magazine 



Is the only publication In the world that 
deals with all human problems from tht 
Impersonal Viewpoint. 

It is published expressly f >- those whs 
wish to see how their own cherished be- 
liefs and sacred notions appear In tba 
nude, stripped of all racial bias and preju 
dice. 

By reading this magazine you will 
to draw all your conclusions fron 
mental principles, i. e., you will learn U 
think correctly. 

M'ECIAL— We will send three month 
trial subscription for fifteen centa if you 
are not already a subscriber. The regular 
price of To-Morrow is ten cents per copy 
or $1.00 per year. This office may b< 
withdrawn at any time, so you had bettel 
write NOW. 

TOMORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
Hyde Park, Chicago, III. 



S E £ DS 

Buckbee's "Full of Life" Northern Growl 
Pedigreed Seeds have a reputation of «] years o 
successful vul growing behind them. It pays l( 
plant the best. 

Seasonable Specialties:— 

BBANB 

Earliest Red Valentine . . $.vso Bushel 
Refugee— l-.xlia Early . . ti-i$ Bushel 
New StringU-ss Green Pod . $3.70 Bushel 
Wardwell's imp. Kidney Wax $4 50 Bushel 
Davis New White Wax . . $4.75 Bushel 
Currie's Rust Proof Wax . S4.50 Bushel 
PE2A8 

Extra Early Alaska . . . $3.50 Bushe' 
New Early Gradus .... $5 50 Bushel 
Hereford's Market Garden . h so Bushel 
Buckbee's Lightning Express I5-00 Bushel 

Lettuce, Badith, Tomato and a full line of 
Seeds, Plants und Bulbs at lowest growing prices. 

Send for complete catalogue or submit a list of 
your requirements and willquote prices. 

Buy direct from the grower— Save Money. 

Wtitc today. Mention this paper. 

H. W. BUCKBEE 




BLUE GRASS BLADE 



Bound Volume of The Blade 

FROM 



JANUARY 19 TO DECEMBER 27, 1908 

$3.50 



Worthy a Place in Every American Library 

• .... /. ..> 

Only a limited number can be had, and such orders as are first received will 
be first served. No copy will be bound, except upon special order previously 
made. Order now. 



SPLENDID PREMIUM OFFER 



Send us 15 paid yearly subscribers and The Blade will present you with one 
of the bound volumes above mentioned. The only conditions are that the sub- 
scriptions must be new, paid in one remittance, and reach this office by Decem- 
ber I, 1908. The full name of the person to whom it is to be sent will be printed 
on outside of cover. The volume will be handsomely bound. 

Fifteen New Subscribers Sixty Days to Work In 

Single Volumes on Special Order, $3.5Q 

This bound volume will include all issues since the 
change in form up to the last issue of the present year. 

Pictures and biographical sketches of the Freethinkers given in this 
volume are alone worth the price asked. 

PREMIUM OFFER GOOD UNTIL DECEMBER J 1, 1908. 



